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Norfolk Wildlife Trust
Draft Statement of Common Ground

1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to outline the areas of
agreement and any remaining points of discussion between National Grid and Norfolk Wildlife
Trust (NWT) regarding potential ecological impacts in relation to the proposed Norwich to
Tilbury Project (the Project).

The aim is to clarify the shared understanding of any issues and facilitate an efficient
resolution process.

2. Parties to the SoCG
This SoCG has been developed between National Grid and the Norfolk-\WildlifeTrust-{NWT).

3. Summary of Matters Under Discussion

As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’ summary of
matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which such matters are

expected to be resolved.

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution
7.1 - County NWT is concerned around the location of Likely to be Deadline 7.
Wildlife Sites the pylons by Meadow Wood Nature Reserve,

(CWSs) in Norfolk and want to further discuss compensation for
enhancing this reserve. Also noted concerns
around Norton’s Wood CWS as thisis 1.3 m
from a temporary Haul Road. National Grid has
provided responses to these details. Further
discussions are to take place before changing
this matter to agreed.

7.2 - BNG Offsite  National Grid has been engaging in productive Likely to be Deadline 7.
Solutions discussions with NWT regarding the provision of

offsite Biodiversity Net Gain units for the

Project. National Grid is continuing these

discussions with NWT regarding securing the
offsite units.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152



. o
Ita?w?é?anC2N e T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000 n a't I Ona I g r I d

www.nationalgrid.com

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution

7.3 - Peat soils NWT requested that detailed mapping of peat Likely to be Deadline 7.

soils within the river valley and robust

and evidence-based proposals for
compensating for any unavoidable loss of peat
should be provided. National Grid has provided
response on this but further discussion is
required before this matter can be agreed.

7.4 - Biodiversity = NWT noted that it is essential that best practice Likely to be Deadline 7.

Net Gain for BNG is followed and that a strong
consideration for the Local Nature Recovery
Strategy is included wherever post-development
BNG units are delivered. They also noted
habitat created or enhanced to meet statutory
mitigation or compensation for impacts to
protected sites or species should be clearly
identified and any areas where permanent
removal is required there should be
replacement. National Grid has provided
a response on this but further discussion is
required before this matter can be agreed.

[~

3--Background

4.1 3.4 Description of the Project/Development

The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission system in East
Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180 km overall
length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via Bramford Substation, a new
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation and a new Tilbury North Substation,

including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509 pylons,
either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or low height steel
lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of which would be gantries
(typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable Sealing End (CSE) compounds or

existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be located
through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

(AONB1)

e Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the overhead lines to

the underground cables

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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e Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a substation
extension at the existing Bramford Substation

e A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN Substation
(with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air Insulated Switchgear
(AIS) substation

e A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to as
the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be a Gas
Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

e Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines to facilitate
the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North Substation to provide
connection to the Tilbury Substation

e Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to facilitate
the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for environmental mitigation
and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for construction
activities including, for example, working areas for construction equipment and machinery, site
offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction access.

The Project will be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with applicable health
and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design safety standards including
the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS), which sets out the criteria

and methodology for planning and operating the National Electricity Transmission System
(NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid policies and processes, which contain details on
design standards required to be met when designing, constructing and operating assets such as
those proposed for the Project.

The Project is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and as such will require

the grant of development consent by the making of a Development Consent Order (DCO) under
the Planning Act 2008. The Act places duties on National Grid as the DCO applicant to consult
with prescribed or affected persons as well as to take account of responses to consultation

and publicity. In accordance with these statutory requirements, National Grid has undertaken
two non-statutory consultations and one statutory consultation to inform its proposals, with
further recent targeted consultations.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 3
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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5. 4-Stakeholder Interests

Norfolk Wildlife Trust support the transition to renewable energy to mitigate the worst impacts of
climate change. Norfolk Wildlife Trust understand that additional electricity transmission
infrastructure is needed to facilitate the shift towards a decarbonised energy sector, however it
is essential that this shift is not at the expense of wildlife, which faces an intrinsically linked

and equally serious crisis. The Trust therefore support a coordinated strategic approach to

the planning, design and construction of new energy infrastructure to reduce the overall
negative impacts from schemes on nature and maximise potential for habitat creation

and restoration to deliver environment, social and economic benefits.

Norfolk Wildlife Trust may also raise concerns or comments on additional matters pertaining to
biodiversity conservation within the development consent application following sight of
the Environmental Statement and throughout the process of the developing this document.

The chronology of National Grid’s engagement with Norfolk Wildlife Trust to date,
and the evolution of the Project’s design is summarised as follows:

o 2022

— National Grid presented information on how the Project was evolving from the evaluation
of strategic options to a preliminary preferred graduated swathe within which new
infrastructure (pylons and underground cables) could be located as well as a proposed
new substation site on the Tendring Peninsula, as described within the Corridor and
Preliminary Routeing and Siting Study Report (April 2022)

— 21 April — 16 June non-statutory consultation. Norfolk Wildlife Trust comments included
matters relating to the route selection process and a lack of appraisal of impacts on
County Wildlife Sites, and Biodiversity Net Gain.

e 2023

— Development of the 2023 Preferred Draft Alignment, responding to feedback and other
studies, as described within the Design Development Report (June 2023)

— 27 June — 21 August non-statutory consultation on the 2023 Preferred Draft Alignment.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust comments included matters relating to impacts to the River
Waveney crossing and the WaLOR project, as well as additional Biodiversity Net
Gain comments.

— September - Meeting to discuss Biodiversity Net Gain — potential off-site
scheme/initiatives

o 2024

— Development of the 2024 Preferred Draft Alignment, responding to feedback and other
studies, as described within the Design Development Report (April 2024) and Preliminary
Environmental Information Report (PEIR) (April 2024)

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 4
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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— 10 April — 26 July Statutory Consultation on the 2024 Preferred Draft Alignment: Norfolk
Wildlife Trust comments included the River Waveney crossing and impacts to
the WaLOR project, with additional comments on protected species, protected sites
(notably Flordon Common Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)), Roydon Fen
LNR/CWS, and Brick Kiln Lane CWS), Biodiversity Net Gain, and more general
biodiversity considerations.

o 2025

— Development of the proposed Project Alignment prior to DCO submission, considering
feedback and other studies

— 19 May — Meeting to discuss BNG and tree planting opportunities
— 19 June — Meeting to discuss BNG and tree planting opportunities

— 14 July 2025- Meeting to discuss the SoCG with Essex Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Wildlife
Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.

— 15 September 2025 — National Grid provided the relevant Environmental Statement
documents for consideration including the Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan and Outline Code of Construction Practice.

— 24 September 2025 — Meeting to discuss comments and queries on the Environmental
Statement with Essex Wildlife Trust, Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust.

— 3 December 2025 — Meeting to discuss BNG
202

[0)]

— 23 April 2025 — Updated draft of SOCG shared for review and feedback

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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6. 5-Matters Agreed

nationalgrid

ID Issue Agreement reached

Date agreed

Relevant
documentation

546.1 Waveney Valley National Grid has concluded, based on its 24 April 2025

Alternative own technical assessments, that
an undergrounding option that a) avoids
the need for open trenching through parts
of the floodplain that contain peat soils that
are the focus of floodplain habitat
restoration proposals and b) achieves
sufficient buried cable depth to prevent
potential issues for proposed stage zero
river restoration and restoration of
floodplain wetland habitats is not
achievable. Norfolk Wildlife Trust agree

that in these circumstances

an undergrounding option through

the Waveney Valley in the proposed
location would not be compatible with the
Waveney and Little Ouse Landscape

Recovery (WaLOR) Project.

5:26.2 Collision Risk Comments provided in response to
Modelling the Statutory Consultation in July 2024

Appendix 8.5 details the results of
wintering and passage bird surveys. It lists
a number of ‘Collision Risk Species’ and

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

09 December 2025

N/A
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ID Issue Agreement reached Date agreed Relevant
documentation

provides information on numbers of
individuals present.

Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed in meeting
to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground on 9" December 2025 that this
matter has now been agreed between
both parties.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 7
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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6-16.3 General Concerns Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided

and Commons the following comments in their Relevant
Representation dated 27 November 2025:

¢ Norfolk Wildlife Trust seek assurances
that a strict adherence to the Mitigation
Hierarchy will be followed, including

evidence that impacts are being

avoided and enhancement is being

delivered. Where mitigation,

compensation, and enhancement are
delivered — be it for Biodiversity Net

Gain, landscape, or for targeted

species — we seek to ensure the best
possible outcomes for biodiversity.

o Norfolk Wildlife Trust note that

currently ecological survey data has

not been provided for c. 12.5% of
the project, and while it is not

anticipated by the Project Team that

this will significantly change the

assessment, it may result in additional

concerns for Norfolk Wildlife Trust
being raised.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

6 May 2026

National Grid prevideprovides the following
response to Norfolk Wildlife Trust's comments
raised in their Relevant Representation:

The mitigation hierarchy, as detailed in
Section 7 of 5.6 Planning Statement
[APP-085], has been applied throughout
the routeing, siting and design process,
with avoidance of impacts on biodiversity
receptors prioritised wherever practicable
and minimisation measures incorporated
where complete avoidance is not possible.
7.4 Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan [AS-046REP3-030]
and 7.2 Outline Code of Construction
Practice [APP-300REP3-025] secure
commitments to mitigation, compensation
and enhancement, including measures for
targeted species and habitats and
landscape planting. 7.1 Biodiversity Net
Gain Report [APP-299] sets out the
approach to delivering Biodiversity Net
Gain, which includes habitat creation,
enhancement and long-term management
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D I Norfolk Wildlife Trust it National Grid Rel
documentation
»NWT noted their agreement on this to ensure measurable benefits for
matter in May 2026. biodiversity.

e The Main Works Contractor will be
required to adhere to all commitments
within 7.4 Outline Landscape and
Ecological Management Plan {(LEMP)
[AS-046REP3-030] and 7.2 Outline Code
of Construction Practice (CoCP)-[APP-
300REP3-025], ensuring that the
mitigation hierarchy is implemented and
that the best possible outcomes for
biodiversity are achieved when developing
the final LEMP and CoCP.

e Survey results from 2025 (including otter,
water vole and bat roost inspections) are
presented within the updated 6.8
Environmental Statement Chapter 8 -
Ecology and Biodiversity [AS-026] which
was submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate in November 2025.
Conclusions in the assessment have not
changed as a result of the 2025 surveys
undertaken.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 9
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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6.4 Licensable NWT may wish to comment and engage in 6.8 Environmental Statement Chapter 8 - 6.8 Environmental

Species and discussion with the applicant and Natural Ecology and Biodiversity [AS-026 Statement Chapter

Designated Sites England on matters relating to licensable

species (e.g. European Protected Species based on this baseline information and

and species listed in Annex 1 of the

Wildlife & Countryside Act) and designated

sites, in addition to priority species and
species of conservation concern.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a

meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9 December 2025.

NWT noted their agreement on this matter

in May 2026.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

8 - Ecology and
Biodiversity [AS-

assesses the effects on protected species

where/if required appropriate mitigation 026]

measures are detailed. Suitable mitigation for 7.4 Outline
protected species has been developed in Landscape and
consultation with Natural England to ensure  Ecological

legal compliance and best practice guidelines Management Plan
are adhered to. Where necessary, draft [REP3-030]

licence applications have been issued to
Natural England. In March 2026, the applicant
received Letters of No Impediment for water
vole, badger and dormouse confirming that
‘Natural England sees no impediment to
licences to derogate for impacts to badgers,
dormouse and water vole being issued’.

A signed Impact Assessment and
Conservation Payment Cettificate for Great
Crested Newts (GCN) has also been obtained
from Natural England and signed by the
Applicant. This confirms that the Applicant will
apply for a GCN District Level Licensing (DLL)
post consent and that Natural England agree
to deliver the necessary mitigation. No bat
roosts identified which will be impacted by
the project and therefore Natural England are

10
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unable to provide a LONI for bats.

The Applicant is still working closely with
Natural England to prepare a Draft project-
wide licence for bats. A letter of support is
expected to be issued by Natural England
supporting the contents of the draft Project-
wide licence during the Examination.
Mitigation for non-licensable protected species
has been included within 7.4 Outline
Landscape and Ecological Management
Plan [REP3-030].

6.5 Impacts on Comments provided in response to Through the consideration of consultation 5.3 Habitat
designated sites  the Statutory Consultation in July 2024 feedback such as that provided by Norfolk Regulation
in Norfolk e The Trust note that the proposed route Wildlife Trust and ongoing environmental Assessment
~ crosses close to Flordon Common and engineering studies, the Norwich to Report [APP-082]
SSSI, a component of the Norfolk Tilbury Project has reduced impacts on CWS  gection 6
Valley Fens Special Area of in Norfolk as well as SACs and SSSIs where  Mitigation
Conservation (SAC). The SSSl and its Rossible and have detailed appropriate Measures
designated features should not be mitigation to ensure no long-term Environmental
impacted by the proposed works and ~ residual effects. Commitments and
the proposal should be able to clearly National Grid notes that the Habitats Monitoring of 7.2
demonstrate that any adverse effects  Regulation Assessment (HRA) assesses Outline Code of
on the SAC are avoided. A robust potential impact pathways. Details of the HRA Construction
assessment of the impacts of the route can be found in the Habitat Regulations Practice [REP3-
on hydrology, where indirect impacts ~ Assessment Report. National Grid has 025]
have the potential to interfere with consulted with Natural England on the HRA
National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 11
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ground water flows and local
hydrology, is required.

Confirmation that no vegetation
clearance within Roydon Fen is
required. More information is required
as to the potential effects of the
Norwich to Tilbury scheme including
the potential for measures to reduce
river water influxes in the future to

safequard Roydon Fen’s sensitive
habitats.

The Trust notes that proposed pylon
route includes a section of Brick Kiln

Lane CWS within the scope of works
and several other CWSs are identified
as having potential indirect impacts
from construction pollution. Mitigation
for these impacts will be required as

there should be no detrimental effect to

these sites and their designated
features.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a

meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9 December 2025.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Report, and they are in agreement with the
approach and conclusions reached.

National Grid notes there is no vegetation
clearance proposed within Roydon Fen.
Further details on construction impacts to
water environments can be found in Section 6
Mitigation Measures, Environmental
Commitments and Monitoring of 7.2 Outline
Code of Construction Practice

[REP3-025].

12
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ID Issue Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s position National Grid response Relevant
documentation
NWT noted their agreement on this matter
in May 2026.

6-26.6 WaLOR Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the National Grid note that the findings are 7.4 Outline
Projeetimpacts on following comments in their Relevant included within the appendices to Landscape and
protected species Representation dated 27 November 2025: Environmental Statement Chapter 8: Ecological

e We have concerns that bat flyway Ecology and Biodiversity [AS-026]. Details Management Plan

~ crossing structures proposed at limited 2SSoCiated with mitigation for protected [REP3-030]
locations may be insufficient for the species can be found in section 6.1 Protected  N/AEnvironmental
extent of habitat severance and Species Mitigation of 7.4 Outline Landscape = Statement Chapter
efficacy of any such structures, given ~ and Ecological Management Plan 8: Ecology and
clear evidence demonstrating highway [REP3-030]. Biodiversity
crossing structures do not work (e.g. National Grid will-continue-to-engage [AS-026]
on the A11). withprovides the following response to Norfolk

NWT are interested in the proposed Wildlife , Trust's comments
compensation and mitigation provided raised in their Relevant Representation:
to retain hedgerow connectivity for o The artificial bat flyways are proposed at

bats. We are aware that previous key locations where the survey data have
research on mitigation measures in indicated a high usage feature by

Suffolk has been undertaken as part of foraging/commuting bats, to ensure
infrastructure works, which was shared connectivity is maintained during

with National Grid by Suffolk Wildlife construction. The approach to bat
Trust; this research highlights the need commuting/foraging mitigation and
for more data and Norwich to Tilbury the proposed locations for the bat flyways,
provides a highly suitable opportunity has been agreed with the Local Planning
to provide this, adding insight into the Authorities (LPA) through consultation on
effectiveness of mitigation measures 7.4 Outline Landscape and Ecological
National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 13

Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152



1-3 Strand
London WC2N 5EH

T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000
www.nationalgrid.com

nationalgrid

Norfolk Wildlifo Trust’ ” National Grid

aiming to provide temporary

connectivity across hedgerows during

and immediately after proposed works.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a

meeting to discuss the Statement of

Common Ground on 9 December 2025.

creationactivities:NWT noted their

agreement on this matter in May 2026.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Management Plan [REP3-030] as

outlined within the relevant LPA
Statements of Common Ground

submitted at Deadline 1 [APP-089 to
APP-100]. The structures proposed are
replacements of the sections of hedgerows
removed and are not the same, or do not

have the same purpose as the permanent
bat bridges used for the A11. These
artificial flyways have been used
successfully on other DCO projects for
relatively short sections of temporary
impact. National Grid welcomes further

discussions on the design of the proposed
temporary bat flyways at the detailed
design stage, beyond the principles
outlined within 7.4 Outline Landscape
and Ecological Management Plan
[REP3-030].

Mee held | NG.Suffolk Wildiif
e e seadend Sl Hhe

. )
1En|!h|“;el|;m|;le“t' ' :gene?.te d'seb.'ss H.'el I
team-onthe-detail-There is currently no
requirement to monitor the bat flyways

14
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6.7 Hedgerow Loss  Comments provided in response to
the Statutory Consultation in July 2024:

Where hedgerow removal is required,
proposed mitigation should include
improving the standard and design of
hedgerow mitigation work, to include using
species of local provenance, double
planting and a long-term management plan.
NWT noted their agreement on this matter

in May 2026. NWT suggest the bat fly-way
monitoring is something that falls under
the remit of the Ecology Advisory Group.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a

meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9 December 2025.

6.8 Ancient Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the
Woodlands following comments in their Relevant

Representation dated 27 November 2025:

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

during construction as part of this Project,
however National Grid is open to further
conversations with Norfolk Wildlife Trust

on a monitoring study sitting outside of the
DCO requirement process.

National Grid will continue to engage with 7.4 Outline
Norfolk Wildlife Trust on this issue, with further Landscape and
information being available in the ES following Ecological

its completion. Management Plan
National Grid confirmed that further details on [REP3-030]
hedgerow planting is provided within Section 8

Vegetation and Removal of the 7.4 Outline
Landscape and Ecological Management

Plan [REP3-030].

National Grid provides the following response 7.4 Outline

to Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s comments raised in Landscape and

their Relevant Representation: Ecological
Management Plan

15
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ID Issue Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s position National Grid response Relevant
documentation
o We support comments made by Essex e Although unavoidable, the impacts to Appendix B -
Wildlife Trust regarding Ancient the ancient woodlands within Norfolk are ~ Ancient Woodland
woodlands, which are irreplaceable minimal and appropriate mitigation has and Veteran Tree
habitats. The scheme identifies 6 been provided to ensure no long-term Strategy
ancient woodland sites (1.7 ha) within impacts. A full breakdown of the impacts to [APP-323]
the Order Limits and 34 ancient each ancient woodland and a site-specific 7.4 Outline
woodland sites within the 15m root mitigation/ compensation solution has Landscape and
protection zone buffer. Additionally, been provided within 7.4 Outline Ecological
112 veteran trees have been surveyed Landscape and Ecological Management Management Plan
with 4 requiring removal. Plan Appendix B - Ancient Woodland [REP3-030]
o Norfolk Wildlife support all other and Veteran Tree Strateqy [APP-323]. 7 5 gutline Code of
comments made by Essex Wildlife e Section 8.2.3 of 7.4 Outline Landscape  Construction
Trust and Suffolk Wildlife Trust. and Ecological Management Plan Practice
NWT noted their agreement on this matter =~ [REP3-030] confirms that following [REP3-025]
in May 2026. NWT consider this matter detailed design and prior to construction,
should fall under the duty of the Ecology relevant surveys would be undertaken to
Advisory Group reduce removal of trees/hedgerows (this
includes the four veteran trees) as far as
practicable and will take further account of
tree canopies and overall tree size. This is
also recorded as Commitment reference
GG14 in 7.2 Outline Code of
Construction Practice [REP3-025].
6.9 Habitats of Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the National Grid provides the following response 7.4 Outline
Principal following comments in their Relevant to Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s comments raised in Landscape and
Importance Representation dated 27 November 2025: their Relevant Representation: Ecological

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

16



nationalgrid

1-3 Strand T: +44 (0)20 7004 3000

London WC2N 5EH www.nationalgrid.com

D I Norfolk Wildlife T ) o Nati | Grid Rel

I tati
e The scheme will cause significant e All impacts to habitats would be mitigated Management Plan

temporary losses of lowland mixed through a combination of on-site [REP3-030]
deciduous woodland, coastal and replacement planting following completion 6.8 Environmental
floodplain grazing marsh, lowland dry of works and habitat Statement Chapter

acid grassland, important hedgerows,
and rivers. While termed 'temporary’,
these losses will persist for several

years, and full ecological restoration
will take decades.

NWT noted their agreement on this matter
in May 2026.

creation/enhancement at the identified 8 - Ecology and
Environmental Areas, details of which are  Bjodiversity
presented within 7.4 Outline Landscape [AS-026]

and Ecological Management Plan

[REP3-030]. In addition, National Grid has

committed to deliver 10 % Biodiversity Net

Gain (BNG) with wider environmental and

societal benefits across the Project. The
BNG metric takes account of the technical
difficulties and time lag associated with
specific complex habitat types including
woodland, acid grassland and river
habitats. The potential impacts to habitats
of principal importance are assessed
within 6.8 Environmental Statement
Chapter 8 - Ecology and Biodiversity
[AS-026], which concludes that following
the application of mitigation, the impact to
habitats of principal importance would be
negligible and there would be no
significant residual effect.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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7. Matters Currently Under Discussion
ID Issue Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s position National Grid response Relevant

documentation

637.1 County Wildlife Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the National Grid prevideprovides the following 6.8 Environmental
Sites (CWSs) in  following comments in their Relevant response to Norfolk Wildlife Trust's comments Statement Chapter
Norfolk Representation dated 27 November 2025: raised in their Relevant Representation: 8 - Ecology and
e NWT have concerns regarding the o Theareaoflandindicated-as-being-a Biodiversity
proposed pylon route between pylon 48 candidate-Local, Meadow Wood Nature [AS-026]
and 49 which could impact Meadow Reserve County Wildlife Site between 7.4 Outline
Wood Nature Reserve candidate CWS RG48 and RG49-inthe Tas-Valley, dueto Landscape and
NWT surveyed this site in June 2025 its-woodland-habitat;(CWS) has been Ecological

Management Plan
[AS-046REP3-030]

7.2 Outline Code of
Construction

and found it to meet the criteria for
woodland CWS. We will be putting the
site forward for designation in the 2026
CWS update

captured in our environmental assessment
under the woodland ecological receptor
category in 6.8 Environmental Statement
Chapter 8 - Ecology and Biodiversity

e As such, we are concerned about the [A_S-(_)26]._ While not considered as a Leeal Practice [APP-
siting of the Norwich-Tilbury pylon Wildlife-SiteCWS in the assessment, due  300REP3-025]
route going immediately adjacent to to the designation of the site in March Documentreference
this particular section of woodland and 2026, after submission of the development g 45 Design

the loss of the adjacent woodland
habitat. We are unclear where in the
ES the impacts on this location are
evaluated. Given that there appear to
be feasible alternatives presented in
the Design Development Report, we
would wish to see the relative harms of

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

consent application, the woodland has
been included as priority habitat and as

such has been given significant weighting

in routeing design decisions. Meadow
Wood Nature Reserve CWS has been
added to most recent iteration of 7.4

Outline Landscape and Ecological

Management Plan [REP3-030] which was

Development
Report from
paragraph 4.6.18
[APP-122]
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Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s position

National Grid response

Relevant
documentation

these alternative alignments explicitly
weighed against each other. We take
the position that the loss of this habitat
and a significant number of pollards will
be ecologically damaging and strongly
recommend that an alternative routing

in this area is sought.
e Care in selection of pylon route to

avoid impacts to the richest habitat is
essential. To compensate for any loss,

effort to enhance the nearby CWS

should be considered. Norfolk Wildlife
Trust are keen to engage and discuss
impacts to this CWS in more detail.

¢ We also have some concerns about
impacts to Norton’s Wood CWS, which
will be 1.3 m from the temporary haul

road near pylon RG19 and seek

assurances that the highest standards
of working practices will be followed in

this area to ensure that impacts
are avoided.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

submitted at Deadline 3.Mitigation
proposals for the eandidate-siteCWS would
relate to the impact on woodland habitat
and this is clearly set out within

7.4 Outline Landscape and Ecological
Management Plan [AS-046REP3-030].
No compensation requirement for impacts
on candidate local wildlife sites has been
identified as necessary.

Through careful routeing and siting,
including considering a number of veteran
trees in the adjacent woodland (which are
all avoided) the Project has avoided all
direct impacts on Norton’s Wood County
Wildlife Site (CWS). The temporary haul
road is the closest construction feature to
the woodland and commitments detailed
within 7.2 Outline Code of Construction
Practice [APP-300REP3-025] will ensure
no indirect effects on the CWS occur
throughout the construction period.

Doecumentreference-5.15 Design
Development Report from paragraph
4.6.18 [APP-122] reports on the
consideration of alternative routes
including deviating more extensively to the

19
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west but found these to be less preferred
due, amongst other things, to greater
ecological effects. An alternative route to

the east was considered, paragraph 4.4.4.

but was less preferred due to greater
effects on heritage and reduced proximity
to the airfield. National Grid also
considered localised alignment changes
and can confirm that all such localised
changes either impact more trees or raise
broader siting questions.

¢ National Grid will continue to engage with
Norfolk Wildlife Trust on these issues.

64 Licensable NWT-may wish-to-commentand-engage-in Chapter 8: Ecology and Biodiversity efthe Chapter8: Ecology
. I ; . ith 1 i N | ES I e I | Biodi - :
i j ba-sed—e-ﬂ—t—h-Fs—ba—seh-ﬁe—Fn—fem‘a-t—leﬂ—a—nd 0]
Designated-SHes Englal Re e|.| |.natte|s relating-to Ileensabl_e Etlle E. S+6-8 tal
Species (e' S 'EHIGB. ean-Protected Spesies wherefitrequired ap pne.pua.te ||||t|g.a.t|e||'
an_d Spesies Histoa HARReX +oi tlne_ measuresare el_etalleel Sitable nntlgatl_en for  Statement Chaptel
“."Idl’".e & Se. o ntlwde’ ’ ‘.et) anel_eleagnated pleteeted_ Species has-been-developedin g_ EG. eleg_y =
S|tes_ i a? sition-to p_nenty speele. S-ana Ieenslultatlell_l with Hatlullal Englan_nd to ef |Isu|_|e oszBlednelsuy tAS
meetingto-diseuss-the-Statement of the-Applicantisin-the process-of agreeingthe ManagementPlan
o . il . . . i
Commeon-Ground-on-9"-December2025- dl Ietall ulnlEtlnnltlle|I’|e_enee| dGGHIIIIEI'ItS “I“H' (LEMP}{7-4-Outline
National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 20
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'e.le. "E".'t SCREEE .l BRI A . SEREEEE IO
:’I'“glat'e“.le'l"gl“ lllr—:e_ IIIS' ablle pgletel_steel Species EMEEIEQ'EE'I ¢ PI
Landscape and Ecological Management [AS-046])
e el
6-57.2 BNG Offsite National Grid have been engaging in National Grid has been engaging in productive N/A
Solutions productive discussions with NWT discussions with Nerfelk-Wildlife TrustNWT
regarding the provision of offsite regarding the provision of offsite Biodiversity
Biodiversity Net Gain units for the Project. Net Gain units for the Project. National Grid
National Grid are continuing these areis continuing these discussions with
discussions with NWT regarding securing Nerfolk-Wildlife TrustNWT regarding securing
the offsite units. the offsite units.
Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a
meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9%9 December 2025.
6-67.3 Peat soils Comments provided in response to National Grid conducted more detailed peat 7.2 Outline Code of

the Statutory Consultation in July 2024:

Detailed mapping of peat soils within

the river valley and robust and evidence-
basedevidence-based proposals for
compensating for any unavoidable loss
of peat should be provided.

Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in a

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152

Construction
Practice Appendix

surveys in the Waveney Valley in late 2024
and determined that organic-rich (peaty) soils

were present. Additional mitigation measures C - Outline Soil
for the handling of organic-rich soils have Resource Plan
been included in the7.2 Outline Code of [APP-303]

Construction Practice Appendix C - Outline
Soil Resource Plan_[APP-303].
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meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9%'9 December 2025.
.. . . ’_. . . .
SSSk-a-componentofthe-Norfolk Project-has-reduced-impacts-on-CWS-in Section6
Valley Fens Special Area-of Norfelk-as-well-as SACs-and-SSSls-where Mitigation
designated features should not be rritigation-to-ensure-nolong-term-residual Brprremsnenial
N | Grid hat the Hal .
the-proposal-shouid-be-able-to-clearly . Igulanun_lteugng IQI HF'E
demonstrate-that-any-adverse-effects | Legula_ TRRBERERRE ¢ _” A GASSESSES - i
on-the SAC-are-avoided./-robust the;'t'aﬁl ||||p|a.et |9| atll'l“ell?ls lEReteuIsl le.l s Practi

onfi . I Naii | Grid I . .

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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I . | their desi I
fesires
Norfolk Wildlife T ; | that thi
i under di S
: i he S ‘
Common-Ground-on-9" December 2025
6-87.4 Biodiversity Net = Comments provided in response to National Grid prevideprovides the following 7.1 Biodiversity
Gain (BNG) the Statutory Consultation in July 2024 response to Norfolk Wildlife Trust's comments Net Gain Report
landscape scale habitat creation and e Environment Act 2021 introduces
enhancement to deliver habitat a mandatory requirement for 10%
connectivity, creating new and linking Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) for
existing habitat. The trust wish to development (subject to certain
repeat the recommendations made in exemptions), however, this requirement is
National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH. 23
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our previous responses in 2022 and
2023 that the scheme, if consented,
should deliver 20% biodiversity net
gain, given the scale of the biodiversity
crisis we face and the need to move
quickly towards nature’s recovery.

Any habitat creation or restoration
included as part of the proposal should
maximise its contribution towards the
restoration of ecological connectivity
and delivery of the emerging Nature
Recovery Network. The Trust welcome
the statement that the project would
seek to provide strategic habitat
enhancement and creation, aiming to
identify and implement opportunities to
improve habitat quality and connectivity
and align with national nature recovery
objectives and projects.

As well as a net gain across the
project, offsetting should be delivered
throughout Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex.
This will ensure that nature recovery is
supported at a landscape scale across
all three counties in which the project is
proposed.

not yet in force for development consent

pursuantio-a Development Consent Order

BCO)applications. Despite submitting the
development consent application before it

is mandatory, National Grid has committed
to delivering 10 % BNG with wider
environmental and societal benefits for
the Project. The 10 % BNG target for the
Project is currently voluntary and aligned
with our corporate sustainability
commitment. In the absence of guidelines
for NSIPs, the approach and methodology
for the BNG assessment has been agreed
in principle with Natural England and Local
Planning Authorities. The BNG rules
around additionality have been applied to
the Project. Full details are presented
within 7.1 Biodiversity Net Gain Report
[APP-299].

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the
following comments in their Relevant
Representation dated 27 November 2025:

It is essential that best practice for
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is followed
and that a strong consideration for the
Local Nature Recovery Strategy is
included wherever post-development
Biodiversity Net Gain units are
delivered; the biodiversity value of such
habitat can be further enhanced by
looking to create habitat of a type or in
a location to benefit key species. We
acknowledge that there is currently no
requirement for mandatory net gain for
NSIPs, however as this project has
committed to providing a 10% net gain
it is important that trading rules and
best practice principles are followed
throughout.

Under BNG’s additionality rules, habitat
measures delivered to mitigate or
compensate for impacts to protected
sites and species can only count
towards, and not beyond, re-net-
lessno-net-loss. To ensure additionality

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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of the Project’'s 10% BNG, habitat
created or enhanced to meet statutory
mitigation or compensation for impacts
to protected sites or species should be
clearly identified in the BNG
assessment.

We welcome the confirmation in Table
3.2 of Boeument-7.1 Biodiversity Net
Gain Report that any habitat loss will
only be considered temporary if
reinstatement to the original habitat
type and condition within two years is
possible, as per statutory Biodiversity
Net Gain guidance. Where this is not
possible, habitat loss must be treated
as permanent and its replacement
required to demonstrate a minimum
10% Biodiversity Net Gain. Where
temporary haul roads are made or
hedgerows removed this position is
essential to ensure the mitigation
hierarchy is duly followed

Norfolk Wildlife Trust confirmed that this
matter was still under discussion in

a meeting to discuss the Statement of
Common Ground on 9" December 2025.

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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8. Matters Which Are No Longer Applicable
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response

LossWaLOR Statutory Consultation in July 2024+
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National Grid will continue to engage with e
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s completion. MovegementPlan
Meeting held between National Grid-cenfirmed PAS-0461N/A
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provided within Section 8 Vegetation and
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6-118.2 River Waveney
Crossing

|natte_| was Sl.t'” H"del' d|§seussmn H Fa
Common-Ground-on-9*"-December

2025 -Norfolk Wildlife Trust expect
evidence in the ES to demonstrate that the
Norwich to Tilbury Project (with an

overhead line through the Waveney
Valley) and the WaLOR Project are

compatible with each other and that the
Project would not significantly impact on

the WaLOR planned river restoration and
habitat creation activities.

Norfolk Wildlife Trust provided the
following comments in their Relevant
Representation dated 27 November 2025:

e We support comments made by Suffolk e
Wildlife Trust regarding the River
Waveney Crossing, and impacts to the
Waveney and Little Ouse Landscape
Recovery Project (WaLOR). The
Norwich to Tilbury project should not
undermine the ability of the WaLOR
project to deliver significant biodiversity
uplift in this area of the Waveney ,
Valley.

oodooieal Memaaepaeni S o D le )
Suffolk Wildlife Trust, WaLOR project

and the Environment Agency to discuss

the WaLOR Project and interaction with
the Project. NWT to defer to WaLOR project

National Grid prevideprovides the following
response to Norfolk Wildlife Trust's comments
raised in their Relevant Representation:

team on the detail.

Table 6.1 of
7.2 Outline Code of
Construction

The Main Works Contractor(s) would seek Practice
to engage with the WaLOR project team  [APP-300REP3-
during detailed design development, to 025]

reduce any potential for conflicts between
the two projects. National Grid is
committed to ongoing collaboration with
the WalLOR project team to ensure
successful delivery of both projects.

The ecological assessment at Roydon Fen
identified hydrological connections as the

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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e We support comments made by Suffolk
Wildlife Trust regarding Roydon Fen
LNR, which lies adjacent to the route,
and share their concerns about the
potential for impacts to the sensitive
onsite hydrology and the impacts from
vegetation management required for
the construction and operation of
overhead lines

+« NWT defer to SWT on this matter.

nationalgrid

only potential impact pathway. There
would be no direct impacts on habitats
within the County Wildlife Site (CWS).
These potential effects are mitigated
through the water-quality protection
measures set out in commitments W01 to
W16, as presented in Table 6.1 of

7.2 Outline Code of Construction
Practice [ARPP-300REP3-025]. With these
mitigation measures in place, no significant
residual ecological effects are anticipated

on this CWS.

« The scheme will cause significant o All impacts-to-habitats would be mitigated ManagementPlan

tel m_plelaly Iesselsl elll’enlanel I""“eld MRS E eembma_tlen = oF s : 6.8 E al
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IIe.eslplam glaz’u.lg SIS B E“{ he identified Envi | ’ 8 _Ecol I
s gllass-land_ ||npe|tantllneelgelen's, . . e Biod I
: . el-eteuls G.I DESTEIS R R “'tl”“. [AS-026}

E|IESE’|GSSES Ut pels_lst = senel_al S EETRE SEREETERE aneI.EeeIeg_le_ al,
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Statement Chapter 8 - Ecology-and
1| enif dual offect.
: : . : : 2.4 Outl
Woodland Iﬁle””elk SLEST URE plle"'de; Ithe llalt'le“ﬁalngl';dz.l p”'.?“l'de “',e ST |esp_ens| © | | I
Representation dated 27 November 2025: their Relevant Representation: Ecological
Wildlife Trust regarding-Ancient ancient-woodlands within Nerfolk are AppendixB-—-
woodlands, which-are- irreplaceable minimal-and-appropriate mitigation-has AncientWoodland
habitats—The-scheme-identifies 6 been-provided-to-ensure-ho-long-term and-VeteranTree
112 veteran trees have been surveyed Landscape and Ecological Management Ecological
with-4-requiring-removalk: Plan-AppendixB--Ancient Woodland Herpesemmenesn
o Norfolk Wildlife-support-all-other and-Veteran Tree Strategy [APP-323].  [AS-46}
Trust and Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Ecological Management Plan [AS-46]  Construction
; hat following detailed dosi I
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9. 7-Signatures

This Statement of Common Ground is agreed upon by the undersigned parties:

For National Grid

Name:

Position:

Date:

For Norfolk Wildlife Trust

Name:

Position:

Date:

National Grid plc, Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH.
Registered in England and Wales No. 4031152
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